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Senior Citizens Receive Helping Hand from Federal Funds 

Belchertown - US Department of Agriculture Rural Development State                Director William H. Bradley is pleased to join US Representative                John Olver in announcing grant and loan funds to the town of Belchertown                to celebrate Earth Day 2000.

The town received $569,400 from Rural Development to fund a municipal                sewer main extension to Pine Valley Plantation, a low-income mobile                home park for senior citizens.

"The mission of USDA Rural Development is to enhance the quality                of life for all rural Americans. I am proud of the commitment by                federal agencies such as Rural Development to improve the health                and lives of residents in western Massachusetts," Olver said.

The park hosts 386 residents with more than 100 septic systems                currently in use. Several of the systems are in poor or failing                condition and are in need of almost weekly maintenance. The construction                of this extension eliminates the potential for water contamination.                The funds, a $154,100 loan and a $415,300 grant, promise to bring                reliability and safety to the members of this community.

"As we celebrate Earth Day, all Americans should recognize that                proper disposal of wastewater is a vital health issue not only for                humans, but for the environment and wildlife also," Bradley said.                "Clean water should not be a luxury in rural Massachusetts."

The funds are offered under the aegis of the Water and Waste Program.                This program coordinates federal assistance to rural communities                of less than 10,000 in population. These Rural Development funds                complement $1.9 million in state funding for the cost of the entire                municipal sewer project.
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